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AIFIDAYIT.

I, LBSTER B. ‘HASORN, being duly sworn, deposes and aays:

(1) .When Hem, of /ihe State's Attorney's 0ffice, and a Sheritf Detec~

or about September oxr Qe

‘itiary. Joliet, Illinois;
}d ‘them during the in-
Oleve's caxr during the

make a parole by writing a letter. to the Parole Board against me, Mr,
Hamm, also t0ld me of the posaibility of me being charged with some-
thing if Beidelberg was not found guilty, at his- trial because, ‘he,
they told me, was going to blame me for the Robbery and Kurder.

{2) Later, in a Witness Vaiting Room, located in the back corridoxr

tive, a captain Lo&i& of the Sheriffis orrice, came to interview ne on- }

me— = eme s

of the courtroom, December 10th, 1970, at the trial of Cleve Heidelberg,f

‘Jr.; Assistont State's Attorney Riddle had me moved into one of the
%itness Rooms that had a loud speaker in it. I was directed to listen
to Junius Whitt's trial testimony and after listening to what Whitt
said, I really made up my mind not to testify for Heidelberg. Becauae,
I then thought, if I got on the stand to tell the truth, I would not
only have the State's Attorney's people on my back; trying to charge .
me with something vhen my testimony finds Cleve not guilty but I would
also heve James Clark and his friends "gunniggﬂ for me for telling

on Jemes. Additionally, before I testified the State's Attorney people
had my Common-Lavi-Wife to visit me and tell me Eéidelberg was trying
to put things on me or he vas trying to say by his'witnesses that I
had somethlng to do with the robbery and murder,

O SN

e e




(3) oOn octover 22, 1971 at the Joliet Branch of the I11inois State
Penitentiary, I was encouraged to.lie in an Oral Statement sbout Heid-
elberg's Gase and Heidelberg by John Riddle of the Peoria State's
Attorney's Office, Prior to the time of that statement I had a personal
conversation with Mr. Riddle; where he mentioned my common-law-wife
and her legal criminal probléms and in s0 many words‘jfomised me 1£ I
cooperated with him he would "look out? for her personally and make
sure she did not get ahy jail time for the charges against her, I lied
in that statement and Mr. Riddle was aware I would lie in it before I
made it; solely, because of the representations mede to me by Mr. Riddle.
But, at a later date when I was ask to sign the statement, I did not
sign it because me and my common-law-wife was no longer together and
she was not then in danger of going to jail & leaving my child by her
without a mother; and, the statement was totally a lie, '

(4) If I would not have been influenced not to teatify at Heide-
lberg's Trial and his New Trial Hearing, I would have testified truth-
fully the following:

At approximately & entered in conversation
wvith James Clark abpnt i) m o This was in the T.T
Glub, mw

0 p i R }
On. the same date, 0 inu I also entered in, along~

with James Clark, the sameé type of conversation about cormitting some
stick ups, with Junius Whitt being present at our booth.

I borrowed Cleve Heidelberg, Jr's., car from him, May 25, 1970
about 15 or 20 minutes to 12:00 P.M., at the T.T, Club,

At about 12:00 or a few minutes later, I drove Heidelbergts car
from the parking lot of the ?.T7. Club. I drove his car %o some addyress
on Vest Pirst or Second Street. With me in the car were: James Clark,
Mathew Clark, Junius Whitt and ‘a white boy by the name of .lilke Biehl.

I entered in further conversation, about committing some stick ups,
at, and in, the house we vwent to on West First or Second Street, with
James Clark and Junius Whitt. Mathew Clark and kike Biehl vere in an-
other room of this house and did not participete in this conversation,
nor 4ié they engage in any other of our conversations concerning a
stick up.

I drove Heidelberg's Car from this house about 15 minutes after we
viere there. I drove Junius Thitt to hig house on lcBean Street; Matt
& ¥ike Biehl to the 615 Olub--on MoBean Street also, and then I drove
back to Junius Vhitt's house with James Clark.
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.7 A% Junius Vhitt's house I, James Clark and Junius Whitt, entered: \§
" again into conversation concerning committing some astick ups and the
stick up of one of the Peoria Drive-In's in particular., o

Junius Whitt tfqdeq guns: with 3amee clark,in.my presents; while we
were at Whitt's houge,

James Clerk- and I left Junius Whitt's house about 12640 or 12:50
A.M., the morning of May ‘26) 1970. ' L -

. James Clark drove Heidelberg's car back to ‘the 615 Club, on McBean '
Street; informgg me that he was borrowing Heidelberg's car to.go back
Yo talk to Junius Whitt's house, alone, -+to go back to talk with him,
I Bet Jaméa'takefbleve'g Ehr'fbr’tpis'ﬁurpbaei He also told me. that
if he was late in getting back that he would look for me there at the |
615 Club, the Sweetheart bar or the Blu Shadow or Jay Van Russell's
Dimps Place on Hulbert Street, - B _ : '

I left the 615 Club with Nathew Clark and roded, in the car of a
Iriend of his (Matt's friend), who took us to Jan Van Russell's Olub,

Dimps Place; where he (Mattls Priend) side, end Mathew and I then |
walked from there to C\Skado ad looked in thru the ;
door of Dimps placei{d 1 is was around 1:30 A.M., !
of the same morning|: : t L |
'We, Mathew Clark I - to i éﬂoﬁ.club; where i'ias j
called to the telephone minutes I got there. It was James

Clark on the line. He said. That things 4idn't go right, ocut to the -
- Place. he was trying to rob, and that he had o abaudon Heidelberg's
car about 3 or 4 dlocks on the other side of Whitt's Bouse,. down by
Linelon Street. Also, he told me that if T let it out, or told, anyone
that he vas the one vwho had Heidelberg's Car that I would get hit
(killed), (he told me the same thing the next day also when he talked i
with me.) I, then, ran to Dimp's Place, at 514 Hubert 8treet, where I :
told Heidelberg about his cer when he came out-side. Before, I could !
completly tell Cleve all of what was sald; he got a ride to 8o get hip l
car. I didn't tell him 1t was James Clark who had had his car, -

I at no time agreed to committ a robbery with James Clark,

:;ziéiiazzwgfﬁi.QF)\cx.X;TT::
Lester B. lason
VERIFICATION .
LESTER B. MASON being duly sworn, depose and say, that he regides

at I.5.P, at Joliet, Illinois and have read the forgoing AFPIDAVIT
and lmow the contents thereof and that the same are true of my own
knowledge except as to the matters therein stated to be alleged on
information and belief, and as to those matters I believe_them to be true.
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Subscribgd and gwo S%pefor me B BTk
this day of ‘1974. ; . . .
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